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Welcome
Rosslyn Chapel was founded in 1446 by Sir William St Clair, 11th Baron of  
Rosslyn and Prince of Orkney. It is world famous for its mysterious and ornate 
stone carvings of plants, scenes and characters from the Bible, green men,  
and even monsters and dragons. Since it was built it has intrigued and inspired 
writers, artists and visitors, including Sir Walter Scott, Robert Burns and Queen 
Victoria. More recently it featured in the best-selling novel ‘The Da Vinci Code’  
by Dan Brown, and in the Hollywood blockbuster film of the book starring  
Audrey Tautou and Tom Hanks.

With such a variety of stories and subject matter, Rosslyn Chapel is a wonderful 
source for inspiring learning across the curriculum. Our award-winning schools 
programme offers a wide variety of learning experiences for primary school 
children across all levels. From dragon hunts and storytelling for the little ones  
to STEM, creative writing and living history for upper primary, the Chapel  
offers a rich array of workshops and resources to support and complement  
classroom learning.

All our learning programmes are free and transport costs for schools in 
Midlothian can be covered by Rosslyn Chapel. Dates for availability of all 
workshops can be found on pages 9-11.

For more information and to arrange a booking,  
email learning@rosslynchapel.com.

Sarah Chapman 
Learning and Outreach Co-ordinator
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School Workshops 2026-2027
Rosslyn Chapel offers a variety of free workshops for all primary 
school ages. To make a booking email learning@rosslynchapel.com.  
Travel costs for Midlothian schools can be covered by Rosslyn Chapel.

Medieval Christmas (P3-P5)

What was Christmas like in the  
Middle Ages?

Meet a medieval lady and minstrel and discover 
how people celebrated Christmas in the Middle 
Ages. Enjoy a morning of stories and music in 
the magical setting of the Lady Chapel and 
make a medieval Christmas craft.

Curriculum links: Social Studies, RME

Dragons in a Twist (P1-P2) – 
NEW REVISED VERSION

What stories will the dragons tell?

A magical morning of dragon hunts and 
storytelling, exploring the fantastic creatures 
hidden in the Chapel’s stone carvings, with 
opportunities for imaginative participation.

Curriculum links: Social Studies, Literacy  
and English, Expressive Arts
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Green Man/Viking poetry  
(P4-P6)

Can stone carvings become poems?

Drawing on the Chapel’s Green Man carvings 
and Viking influences, explore how its imagery 
can inspire nature poetry. Experiment with 
techniques such as kennings and begin  
writing original poems.

Curriculum links: Literacy and English,  
Social Studies

NEW! A Natural History  
of Dragons (P3-P4)

How would a naturalist study  
a dragon?

Step into a world of dragons, griffins and hidden 
creatures as pupils explore the chapel through 
story and discovery before becoming young 
naturalists investigating dragon nests and 
mythical “species”. Blending imagination with 
hands-on science investigation, this immersive 
workshop introduces children to habitats, 
classification, measurement and observation 
through the wonder of medieval carvings.

Curriculum links: Sciences, Expressive Arts, 
Literacy and English, Social Studies

NEW
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A Visit with Victoria (P4-P6) – 
NEW REVISED VERSION

How do different people see the  
same place?

Step into the 19th century alongside Queen 
Victoria and a member of the local mining 
community as they visit the Chapel. Following 
Queen Victoria’s example, record individual 
impressions through sketching and writing,  
while exploring differences across Victorian 
society and how they compare with today.

Curriculum Links: Social Studies, Expressive Arts, 
Literacy and English

William the Cat and the 
Rescue of Rosslyn Chapel  
(P3-P4) 

Why do we care for historic buildings?

A full-day drama experience based on the 
storybook William the Cat and the Rescue of 
Rosslyn Chapel, exploring why we care for 
historic buildings. Visit the Chapel to discover 
the original carvings that appear as characters 
in the story and see evidence of conservation, 
before developing stagecraft skills through 
creating and performing an original 
dramatization.

Curriculum links: Expressive Arts, Literacy  
and English, Social Studies
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STEM Stone (P5-P7)

What makes a good building stone?

Explore the science and behind the Chapel’s 
stone as a building material. Discover the 
properties of its stone and try out soap a 
carving activity to experience the reductive 
process by which medieval masons  
approached carving stone. 

Curriculum links: Sciences

RME Rosslyn Chapel as a place of worship (P3-P7)

What makes a church more than just a building?

Rosslyn Chapel is both a heritage site and an active place of Christian worship. Led jointly  
by Rosslyn Chapel Trust and the priest of St Matthew’s congregation, explore how the building 
functions as a religious space, and how Christian beliefs and values are expressed through  
its architecture and decoration.

Curriculum links: RME
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Junior Tour Guides (P4-7)

The award-winning Junior Tour Guides 
programme returns with P7 from Roslin 
Primary School telling the story of Roslin 
Chapel in a costumed promenade 
performance. Visit different locations in the 
Chapel and meet historical and mythical 
characters from the Chapel’s history

Before your visit, watch our new video that 
sets the scenes for this interactive visit – 
available on the Rosslyn Chapel website: 
www.rosslynchapel.com. Follow-up activity 
resources are also available for use in class.

New! Loans Box Scheme

Borrow a loans box to use in the classroom.  
The box contains handling objects that relate  
to the story of Rosslyn Chapel and life in 
medieval times. Objects include stone masons’ 
tools, replicas of key carvings and stained  
glass from the Chapel, religious items and  
fabric samples.

Also includes information notes for pupils  
and teachers, with guidance on safely handling 
items and suggestions for learning activities.

A loans box is ideal for a class to use in 
preparation for visiting the Chapel, as a  
follow-up resource, or to support a medieval 
class project.

Teachers can borrow a box for up to  
four weeks. To arrange a loan, email  
learning@rosslynchapel.com. 

NEW



Curriculum breakdowns
A detailed breakdown of each workshop and the relevant Curriculum 
for Excellence experiences and outcomes are available on request. 
Email learning@rosslynchapel.com to request teacher’s notes for  
a workshop. These will also be sent as part of the teacher’s pack  
when a booking is made. 

Workshop Availability
All school visits to Rosslyn Chapel take place in the morning, unless 
otherwise specified.

Please note that due to space constraints, we can only accommodate 
one class on site at any one time. If you plan to bring more than one 
class, you will need to book a separate date for each class.

To book a workshop, please email learning@rosslynchapel.com. 
Workshops are booked on a first-come, first-served basis.

Our workshops are very popular and tend to book out very quickly. 
We would request that you book your class in for just one visit per 
school session. If you would like to request a second visit, we can  
add you to a waiting list in case of cancellations.
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Workshop availability
All school visits to Rosslyn Chapel take place in the morning, unless otherwise specified.
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Workshops/dates Junior Tour 
Guides

(P4-7

Dragons  
in a Twist

(P1-2)

A Natural 
History of 
Dragons

(P3-4)

Medieval 
Christmas

(P3-4)

William  
the Cat

(P3-4)

A Visit with 
Victoria

(P4-6) *

Green Man 
Poetry

(P4-6)

STEM 
Stone

(P5-7

RME

(P3-7)

November 2026

Tues 10 Nov

Wed 11 Nov

Tues 17 Nov

Wed 18 Nov

Tues 24 Nov

Wed 25 Nov

December 2026

Tues 1 Dec

Wed 2 Dec

Tues 8 Dec

Wed 9 Dec

Tues 15 Dec

Wed 16 Dec
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Workshops/dates Junior Tour 
Guides

(P4-7

Dragons  
in a Twist

(P1-2)

A Natural 
History of 
Dragons

(P3-4)

Medieval 
Christmas

(P3-4)

William  
the Cat

(P3-4)

A Visit with 
Victoria

(P4-6) *

Green Man 
Poetry

(P4-6)

STEM 
Stone

(P5-7

RME

(P3-7)

January 2027

Tues 12 Jan

Wed 13 Jan

Tues 19 Jan

Wed 20 Jan

Thurs 21 Jan

Tues 26 Jan

Wed 27 Jan

February 2027

Tues 2 Feb  

Wed 3 Feb

Thurs 4 Feb

Tues 9 Feb

Wed 10 Feb

Thurs 11 Feb

Tues 23 Feb

Wed 24 Feb

Thurs 25 Feb

Workshop availability
All school visits to Rosslyn Chapel take place in the morning, unless otherwise specified.



* A Visit with Victoria workshops take place in the afternoon – specific start and finish times can be arranged with the school.
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Workshop availability
All school visits to Rosslyn Chapel take place in the morning, unless otherwise specified.

Workshops/dates Junior Tour 
Guides

(P4-7

Dragons  
in a Twist

(P1-2)

A Natural 
History of 
Dragons

(P3-4)

Medieval 
Christmas

(P3-4)

William  
the Cat

(P3-4)

A Visit with 
Victoria

(P4-6) *

Green Man 
Poetry

(P4-6)

STEM 
Stone

(P5-7

RME

(P3-7)

March 2027    

Tues 2 Mar

Wed 3 Mar

Thurs 4 Mar

Tues 9 Mar

Thurs 11 Mar

Wed 10 Mar

Tues 16 Mar

Wed 17 Mar

Thurs 18 Mar

Tues 23 Mar

Wed 24 Mar

Thurs 25 Mar

Tues 30 Mar

Wed 31 Mar

rosslynchapel.com
Rosslyn Chapel Trust is a charity registered in Scotland. Number SC024324

For more information and to arrange a booking, email learning@rosslynchapel.com.


